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INNOVATION IN CANNABIS:  
PATIENT CARE, POLICY, AND EMERGING TRENDS



About the Cannabis Science + Policy Forum

are uniquely challenged by the navigation of federal regulations, 
public policy, and the impact on public health. Roundtable mem-
bers will discuss the complex federal regulatory landscape along 
with likely next steps for federal cannabis drug policy reform, the 
impact of the 2022 Medical Marijuana and Cannabidiol Research 
Expansion Act, and the 2023 Farm Bill.

Roundtable C: 
State Policy + Regulations
In theory, state cannabis legalization programs are supporting 
communities most harmed by the War on Drugs. State regulations 
are intended to protect public health and generate taxes for social 
purposes. Cannabis regulatory experts will review the impact of 
state adult-use legalization on state medical cannabis programs 
including the costs and benefits as well as the success of social 
equity initiatives, and the impact on the illicit market.

Roundtable D: 
Innovation + Emerging Trends
This roundtable will examine the intersection of the cannabis 
industry, traditional healthcare, the pharmaceutical industry, and 
technology. The discussion will include guidance on approaches 
to new product formulation and delivery methods; improving 
health outcomes with cannabinoids and terpenes tailored to 
patient genetics; and the momentum for standardization of 
industry best practices. 

The Cannabis Science + Policy Forum is an innovative resource 
for physicians, advanced practice providers and medical cannabis 
industry professionals across the U.S. Roundtable discussions 
focus on the science and therapeutic use of medical cannabis and 
regulatory issues relevant to both clinical practice and research with 
a final discussion on innovation and emerging trends in medical 
cannabis therapeutics.

Keynote Speaker: Jordan Tishler, M.D.
Keynote: “Cannabis Patients + Legalization: Where Do  
We Go From Here?”

Expert Roundtables
Roundtable A: 
Clinical + Research Applications
Experts will discuss current evidence-based science as it 
relates to medical cannabis including: interactions with the 
endocannabinoid system, clinical pharmacology, dosing,  
delivery, and therapeutics in integrative care.

Roundtable B: 
Federal Policy + Regulations
While there are more than 6 million certified medical cannabis 
patients in the U.S., a federal-state divide exists while cannabis 
remains classified as a Schedule I drug by the DEA. Healthcare 
providers, researchers, and medical cannabis industry professionals 
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9:30 - 10:00 	 Registration & Continental Breakfast 
	 Zoom Webinar Opens to Registered Attendees

10:00 - 10:05 	 Opening Remarks 
	 Jacquie Cohen Roth, MS 
	 Founder/CEO CannabizMD + Tea Pad 
	 Kevin Conroy 
	 Foley Hoag Cannabis Practice Co-chair

10:05 - 10:10 	 Introduction of Keynote Speaker 
	 Keynote Speaker: Jordan Tishler, M.D.

10:10 - 10:55 	 Keynote Title: “Cannabis Patients + 			 
	 Legalization: Where Do We Go From Here?”

10:55 - 11:00 	 Keynote Q & A

11:00 - 11:05 	 Introduction of Roundtable A

11:05 - 11:50 	 Roundtable A: Clinical + Research Applications 
	 Moderator: 	 Emily Jacobs, RN, MS 		
		  CannabizMD 
		  Director of Content 
	 Panelists: 	 Uma Dhanabalan, MD MPH 		
		       FAAFP MRO CMS  
		  Brian Essenter, RPh 
		  Robin Belle, RN, IgCN, LNC

11:50 - 12:00 	 Roundtable A Q & A

12:00 - 1:00 	 Lunch

1:00 - 1:45 	 Roundtable B: 	Federal Policy + Regulations 
	 Moderator: 	 Karen Jaynes, MS 
	 Panelists: 	 Kristine Blackwood 
		  Bryant Godfrey 
		  Jay Wexler

1:45 - 1:55 	 Roundtable B Q &A

1:55 - 2:00 	 Introduction to Roundtable C

2:00 - 2:50 	 Roundtable C: 	State Policy + Regulations 
	 Moderator: 	 Jordan Tishler, M.D. 
	 Panelists: 	 Lauren Niehaus 
		  Kay Doyle 
		  Kevin Conroy

2:50 - 3:00 	 Roundtable C Q &A

3:00 - 3:15 	 Break

3:15 - 4:00 	 Roundtable D: 	Emerging Trends + Innovation 
	 Moderator: 	 Jacquie Cohen Roth, MS 
	 Panelists: 	 David Vaillencourt, MS 
		  Cherissa Jackson, RN, MS	  
		  Mike Hennesy, MS

4:00 - 4:15 	 Roundtable D Q &A

4:15 - 4:30 	 Closing Remarks:  
	 Jacquie Cohen Roth, MS

The Agenda
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Dr. Jordan Tishler is a cannabis specialist. Through his training in 

Internal Medicine and years of practice as an Emergency Physician, 

Dr. Tishler brings his knowledge, reason, and caring to patients and 

advocacy work at the local and national levels. Dr. Tishler graduated 

from both Harvard College and Harvard Medical School, trained at the 

Brigham and Women’s Hospital, and is faculty at both the Brigham 

and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School. He has spent 

many years working with the underserved, particularly providing 

care for veterans. Having treated countless patients harmed by 

alcohol and drugs, his observation that he had never seen a cannabis 

overdose led Dr. Tishler to delve deeply into the science of cannabis safety and treatment. He 

is the President of the Association of Cannabinoid Specialists which aims to educate clinicians, 

lawmakers, and the industry about best practices and needed tools for proper patient care.

Cannabis Science + Policy Forum Keynote Speaker

JORDAN TISHLER, M.D.
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❝Cannabinoid medicines are a game changer for most of my patients, shifting them from “end of their

rope” back to meaningful quality of life. When carefully prescribed and monitored, cannabinoids are

safe and effective for a wide range of illnesses not well addressed by conventional medications. ❞



Roundtable A Members
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Clinical + Research Applications
Experts will discuss current evidence-based science as it relates to medical cannabis including: interactions with  

the endocannabinoid system, clinical pharmacology, dosing, delivery and therapeutics in integrative care.

Robin Belle, RN, IgCN, LNC
CEO

Road Runner Specialty  
Group, Inc.  

Uma Dhanabalan, M.D., MPH 
FAACP, MRO, CMS 

CEO
Global Health & Hygiene  

Solutions, LLC

Brian Essenter, RPh 
Diplomate of Medical  
Cannabinoid Science®  
Cannabis Pharmacist 

Moderator: 
Emily Jacobs, RN, BSN, MS 

CannabizMD 
Director of Content



Moderator: 
Emily Jacobs, RN, MS
CannabizMD, Director of Content
“As a cannabis patient, nurse, and white woman parenting biracial 
Black daughters, my intention is not only to equalize cannabis as 
bona fide medicine but also to ensure my daughters understand 
how this plant has been weaponized against Black and Brown 
communities and what we are doing to repair that.”

Panelists:
Brian Essenter, RPh
Cannabis Pharmacist and Consultant
“Properly educating our healthcare professionals on the 
endocannabinoid system could have the largest impact on 
healthcare since the discovery of antibiotics.”
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Robin Belle, RN, IgCN, LNC
CEO, Road Runner Specialty Group, Inc. 
“Medical cannabis represents the tip of the spear for meaningful 
patient centered healthcare.”

Uma Dhanabalan, MD MPH FAAFP MRO CMS 
CEO, Global Health & Hygiene Solutions, LLC
“Cannabis is not an entrance drug, it’s an exit drug from 
pharmaceuticals, narcotics, alcohol, and nicotine.”

Roundtable A Members



Roundtable B Members
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Jay Wexler 
Professor and Author 

Boston University Law School

Bryant Godfrey 
FDA/Life Sciences Attorney, 

Foley Hoag LLP

Kristine Blackwood 
Healthcare Policy Counsel 

Arnold & Porter

Moderator: 
Karen Jaynes, MS

Cannabis Educator and  
Consultant Advisor Council 

Federal Cannabis Regulation 
(CFCR)

Federal Policy + Regulations
A federal-state divide exists in cannabis policy while it remains classified as a Schedule I drug by the DEA. Healthcare providers,  

researchers, and medical cannabis industry professionals are uniquely challenged by the navigation of federal regulations,  
public policy, and the impact on public health. Roundtable members will discuss the complex federal regulatory landscape  

along with likely next steps for federal cannabis drug policy reform, the impact of the 2022 Medical Marijuana  
and Cannabidiol Research Expansion Act, and the 2023 Farm Bill.



Moderator: 
Karen Jaynes, MS
Cannabis Educator and Consultant Advisor Council,  
Federal Cannabis Regulation (CFCR)
“In my conversations between cannabis industry professionals 
and regulators, I have come to recognize that we ultimately have 
a shared vision that includes safety, accountability and access 
in this shift from prohibition, with an opportunity to include all 
communities and protect the most vulnerable patient populations.”

Panelists:
Kristine Blackwood
Healthcare Policy Counsel, Arnold & Porter
“It is a privilege to use my experience as a professional health
policy advocate in Washington to help advance a more holistic
approach to medicine that can include equitable, common
sense cannabis policy reform.”
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Bryant Godfrey
FDA/Life Sciences Attorney, Foley Hoag LLP
“What role will FDA play? This is the question many have after
the agency signaled the need for a new regulatory pathway
for cannabidiol products. Interested stakeholders should be
sure to look for opportunities to get involved and make their
voices heard.”

Jay Wexler
Professor, Boston University Law School
“Although the distinction between medical and recreational
cannabis use can sometimes be difficult to discern, the law will
likely insist on keeping the distinction, so we must start now to
figure out how to draw it.”

Roundtable B Members



Roundtable C Members
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State Policy + Regulations
In theory, many state cannabis legalization programs are supporting communities most harmed by the War on Drugs.  

State regulations are intended to protect public health and generate taxes for social purposes.  
Cannabis regulatory experts will review the impact of state adult use legalization on state medical cannabis  

programs including the costs and benefits and the success of social equity initiatives.

Kay Doyle 
Director of Government Affairs  

Green Thumb Industries 
Former Commissioner  

Massachusetts Cannabis
Control Commission

Kevin Conroy
Partner, Co-chair

Foley Hoag Cannabis
State Attorney General

Energy/Cleantech Groups

Moderator:  
Jordan Tishler, M.D.  

Cannabinoid Specialist
Instructor Harvard Medical School 

President
Association of Cannabinoid  

Specialists

Lauren Niehaus 
Executive Director 

Government Relations  
Trulieve 



Moderator: 
Jordan Tishler, MD
Cannabinoid Specialist
“States control access to cannabis as well as are the incubators  
of regulation.”

Panelists:
Lauren Niehaus
Executive Director, Government Relations Trulieve
“Medical cannabis serves as the foundation for cannabis programs 
throughout the country. While it is true that some markets 
ultimately move towards adult-use cannabis as well, it is medical 
cannabis that serves th needs of patients most in in need of this 
healing plant.”
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Kay Doyle
Director of Government Affairs, Green Thumb Industries
“When regulated thoughtfully, cannabis for medical use 
can provide not only hope for patients, but opportunity for a 
community’s future.”

Kevin Conroy
Partner, Co-chair, Foley Hoag Cannabis, State Attorney General, 
and Energy/Cleantech Groups
“The cannabis industry represents an opportunity to amplify the 
many medical benefits associated with plant-based medicine.”

Roundtable C Members



Roundtable D Members
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Innovation + Emerging Trends 
This roundtable will examine the intersection of the cannabis industry, traditional healthcare,  

the pharmaceutical industry, and technology. The discussion will include guidance on approaches to  
new product formulation and delivery methods; improving health outcomes with cannabinoids and terpenes  

tailored to patient genetics; and the momentum for standardization of industry best practices. 

Mike Hennesy, MS 
Vice President of Innovation

Wana Brands

David Vaillencourt, MS 
CEO/Founder  

The GMP Collective  
Vice-Chair of Committee  

D37 on Cannabis  
ASTM International 

Cherissa Jackson, RN, MS 
CEO/Founder

We Decode LLC
Retired Air Force

Moderator:  
Jacquie Cohen Roth, MS 

Founder/CEO 
CannabizMD and Tea Pad

Founder/President 
The Tea Pad Foundation LTD



Moderator: 
Jacquie Cohen Roth
Founder/CEO CannabizMD + Tea Pad
“Healthcare providers, licensed cannabis businesses, and policy 
influence armed with data provided by research and analytics will 
help to improve patient care, increase efficiency, and support the 
adoption of advanced technologies for industry success.”

Panelists:
David Vaillencourt, MS
CEO/Founder, The GMP Collective, Vice-Chair of Committee
D37 on Cannabis, ASTM International
“It’s essential to establish standardized protocols for the 
therapeutic/medical application of cannabis to ensure its integrity,
quality, and safety; and to differentiate it from recreational use.”
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Cherissa Jackson, RN, MS
CEO/Founder “We Decode LLC”, Retired Air Force
“Cannabis is a game changer for people looking for alternatives to
opioids and pharmaceuticals. A plant that is saving and changing
the lives of so many people. My passion is for veterans with PTSD
so seeing how this plant can help reduce the suicide rate
and give Veterans hope is my motivation and drive to educate
about cannabis efficacy and safety.”

Mike Hennesy, MS
Vice President of Innovation, Wana Brands
“Medical cannabis is leading a paradigm shift in natural
medicine and individualized self care for human health and
shows that public policy is out of tune with the science.”

Roundtable D Members



Jacquie Cohen Roth, MS is recognized as a 
pioneer in emerging medical cannabis markets, 
an international speaker and award-winning 
entrepreneur with a focus on innovation, policy, 
and social justice. She’s been a healthcare focused 
entrepreneur for 20+ years, now focused exclusively 
on cannabis. Jacquie’s also the founder/CEO of 
The Tea Pad Foundation LTD, a 501(c)(3) focused on 
advancing women and BIPOC in cannabis STEM, 
providing education and workforce development in 
the cannabis industry.

Jacquie’s a graduate of the inaugural class (2021) of the nation’s first graduate 
program in Medical Cannabis Science and Therapeutics at the University 
of Maryland School of Pharmacy (UMSOP). She earned her undergraduate 
degree from The Maxwell School of Syracuse University with a double 
major in Economics and Policy Studies and minor in International Political 
Economies. Jacquie is an adjunct in the UMSOP Master of Science program 
with a focus on cannabis laws, policies, advocacy, and public health.

Jacquie is a member of The Council for Federal Cannabis Regulation (CFCR) 
Advisory Board and the CFCR Policy Committee.

Founded by Jacquie Cohen

Roth, MS, CannabizMD is 

focused on medical cannabis

education and industry best

practices for clinicians and

industry stakeholders. The

mission of CannabizMD is to 

educate, build, and engage 

and ecosystem of  industry 

stakeholders to deliver optimal 

patient and product outcomes. 

About CannabizMD
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Thank You to our Sponsors
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Silver Sponsor Breakfast Sponsor

Location Partner Student Sponsor

We aspire to be the leading customer-focused cannabis 
brand in the United States, with depth in the markets we 
choose to operate in by providing the highest level of can-
nabis products and customer service. We exist to cultivate 
human potential.

Wana’s mission is to enhance people’s lives by unlocking  
the full potential of the cannabis plant. That means using 
only the highest quality ingredients, investing in cutting-edge 
innovation, and giving back to all the communities we serve.

Foley Hoag is an award-winning, mid-sized, international law 
firm that focuses on innovative industries and high-stakes 
litigation. The diverse backgrounds, perspectives and expe-
riences of our lawyers and business services professionals 
contribute to the exceptional service we deliver to clients.

The Graduate Studies in Medical Cannabis programs — a 
Master of Science and a Graduate Certificate — at the 
University of Maryland School of Pharmacy provide students 
with the knowledge they need to support patients and the 
medical cannabis industry, add to existing research, and 
develop well-informed medical cannabis policy.



The Tea Pad Foundation is a 501(c)(3) committed to social justice and equity in the cannabis industry. The Tea Pad mission is to break 
down barriers to entry and advancement in the cannabis industry—no matter gender or race—via education. A portion of Tea Pad 
events and CannabizMD programs support The Tea Pad Fellowship Program which delivers cannabis science and policy education 
along with a paid internship in the cannabis industry. For more information, visit TeaPad.co.

Contact Us
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Emily Jacobs, RN, MS
Director of Content
CannabizMD + Tea Pad Foundation
Advisory Board Member
E: emily@cannabizmd.com

Jacquie Cohen Roth, MS
Founder/CEO 
CannabizMD, LLC +  
The Tea Pad Foundation LTD
E: jacquie@cannabizmd.com

The CannabizMD Mission:  
Educate, build, and engage an ecosystem of stakeholders  

to deliver optimal patient and product outcomes. 


